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GREATER ACCRA 


The Greater Accra Region is the smallest of the 10 administrative regions in terms of area, occupying a total land surface of 3,245 square kilometres or 1.4 per cent of the total land area of Ghana. In 
terms of population, however, it is the second most populated region, after the Ashanti Region, with a population of 4,01 0,054 in 201 0, accounting for 1 5.4 per cent of Ghana’s total population. 

The political administration of the region is through the local government system. Under this administration system, the region is divided into five districts namely, Accra Metropolitan Area, Tema 
Municipal Area, Ga East District, Ga West District, Dangme West District and Dangme East District. Each District, Municipal or Metropolitan Area, is administered by a Chief Executive, representing 
central government but deriving authority from an Assembly headed by a presiding member elected from among the members themselves. 

The major ethnic groups are the Akan (39.8%), Ga-Dangme (29.7%) and Ewe (1 8%). The Gas however form the largest single sub-ethnic grouping, accounting for 1 8.9 percent. Christians constitute 
the largest religious group (83.0%), followed by Moslems (10.2%), people who profess no religion (4.6%) and adherents of traditional religion (1 .4%). 

With regard to marital status, 50.0 per cent of persons 1 5 years and older are in formal or informal cohabiting unions, while an additional 9.6 per cent have once been in a marriage. A slightly higher 
proportion of females than males are in marital unions; 51.5 per cent compared to 48.5 percent. In spite of the minimum legal age of 18 years prescribed for marriage, there is an indication that some 
persons aged 12-1 7 years do marry. The proportion of persons aged 12-1 7 years who are married or in consensual unions is 1 .7 percent, compared to a national average of 6.4 percent. 

Political Administration 




East, while that of the aged (65 years and older) ranges from 3 per cent in the Ga District to 8.2 per cent in Dangme East. 
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Even though the region is well endowed with junior and senior secondary schools, some of which are among the best in the country, there is the need to guard against the proliferation of schools 
which could make room for the establishment of sub-standard schools. Two interventions emerge with respect to education facilities in the districts particularly Ga, Dangme West and Dangme East. 


The Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports should vigorously pursue government’s initiative of upgrading at least, a senior secondary school into a centre of excellence in each district in order to 
close the wide gap in accessibility and academic performance between rural and urban schools. The second intervention relates to the cost of senior secondary school education. Increased 
government and private sector support for infrastructural development and equipment as well as viable scholarship and bursary schemes will go a long way to facilitate a much larger intake of 
students. 

Housing condition 


Number Of Rooms Occupied By Households 


42.2 per cent of households occupy one room, 29.5 per cent occupy two rooms while 28.3 per cent occupy three or more rooms. The proportion of households occupying one or two rooms varies 
from 45.7 per cent in Dangme East to 78.4 per cent in AMA. 


Indicators Of Housing Density 


With an average household size of 4.6 and the average number of rooms per household of 2.4, Greater Accra has an average room density of 2.0 persons per room. All districts, except AMA, have 
an average room density lower than that for the region. Dangme West and Dangme East have a density of 1 .6 persons per room, the lowest in the region. This means that overcrowding is more of a 
problem in AMA than in the other districts. There is the need for deliberate policy to relieve AMA of the population pressure on housing by directing housing development to Tema and Ga. 


Sleeping Room Occupancy By District 


The average room density for the region (2.5) is higher than the national average (2.3). The highest is in the Accra Metropolis (2.8), while the lowest is in Dangme West (2.0). Two of the 5 districts 
have populations per sleeping room higher than the national average but only the Accra Metropolis has a population per sleeping room higher than the regional average. Generally, the more 
urbanized a district, the higher the population per sleeping room. 

The number of people enumerated outside the house (1 6,406) is 27.0 per cent of the national figure, and 0.6 per cent of the region’s population. The population is highest in the Accra Metropolis 
(0.8%) while it is less than half or one per cent in the other districts. 

This number includes persons who were institutionalized or were in transit on the night of the census, but it is likely that a sizable number were homeless. The numbers nevertheless indicate that 
homelessness is not yet a major problem, though it is a seriously emerging one in the Accra Metropolis. 

There are 867 “homeless households”, or 0.1 per cent of all households in the region. The Accra Metropolis has 709 (i.e. 81 .8%) of these homeless households, though the number represents only 
0.2 per cent of households in the metropolis. 

“Homelessness” appears to be more of an urban problem (AMA and Tema) which, though currently relatively small, may be growing with increasing in-migration into the region, especially the three 
more urbanized districts. 


Main Material For Outer Walls 

Cement block or concrete is the main type of material for outer wall in the region (74.2%). The proportion of houses with cement blocks or concrete as the main material for outer walls ranges from 
77.8 per cent in AMA to 44.6 per cent in Dangme West, where the proportion of houses with mud for outer wall is about the same as the proportion with cement (46.4%). Tema with the least 
proportion of mud houses (2.5%), has 1 6.0 per cent of houses having wood as the main material for outer walls. 

Ethnicity 

The Ga-Dangme are a patriarchal, patrilineal and patrilocal society. 

The largest ethnic group in the region is the Akan, comprising 39.8 percent, followed by Ga-Dangme (29.7%) and Ewe (18%). In terms of individual ethnic sub groups, detailed results indicate that 
the Gas form the single largest sub-group, accounting for 18.9 per cent of the population. Among the Akan group, the Fantes constitute 10.6 percent, Asantes, 8.3 per cent and Akuapem 4.9 percent. 

Festivals 


re the Asafotufiam celebrated in the Ada ar 


unity of the Ga-Dangme people relates to the three main annual festivals celebrated in the region, 
ea, Ngmayem in the Shai Osudoku area and the Homowo by the Gas. The festivals provide an occasion for the gathering together of the Ga- 

le time to welcome new members of the family while 

remembering the dead. It is also an occasion for the settling of personal quarrels and important family disputes. 

Religious Groups 

The percentage distribution of religious groups shows the predominance of Christians (82.9%) in the region, compared with the second major religion, Islam (10.2%). Among the Christian group, 
adherents of Pentecostal and Charismatic churches constitute the largest religious denomination (38.0%) followed by Protestants (26.0%) and Catholics (9.7%) in that order. The distribution is 
almost similar for both sexes except for the predominance of females in the Pentecostal and Charismatic churches. There are however more male than female Muslims which conforms to the 
national pattern. 


Where a female is the head of household, it is very likely that it is a single person household or a single parent household. This explanation is reinforced by the finding that 2.3 per cent of males 
evidence of the continued importance of extended family relations. 

Economic Characteristics 

A population of 1 ,945,284 persons aged 15 years and older, 1 ,377,903 or 70.8 per cent are economically active. Among the economically active population, 82.6 per cent had worked, 4.0 per cent 
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The occupational structure of the region shows that 42.0 per cent of the economically active population were engaged in sales and service occupations, while 

dominated by wholesale and retail trade (30.4%) and manufacturing (16.7%). 

A higher proportion of females (39.0%) are in wholesale and retail trade compared to 22.2 per cent of males. Female are three times more likely than males to be 
The third largest group of male workers (10.9%) is in transport, storage and communication. 

More than half of the economically active population in the region is self-employed with employees, while a third (32.6%) is employees. A much larger propoi 
(41 .6%) are self-employed without employees, implying that males are 1 .5 times more likely than females to be employees. The private informal sector, which em| 

Females (69.1%) dominate the private informal sector, compared with 55.8 per cent of males in this sector. On the other hand, a higher proportion (40.7%) . 
employed in the public and private formal sectors. 

Over 68 per cent of the population aged 15 years or older in each district are economically active. Higher proportions of males, compared to females, ar 
unemployment rate was recorded in Tema (16.0%) followed by Ga (1 3.3%) and AMA (13.2%). In each district, the proportion of unemployed females is higher thar 

Two different patterns of occupation characterise the districts. Sales workers and general workers are the two major occupations in AMA, Tema and Ga. In bot 

Two groups of districts emerge with regard to the type of industry of the economically active population. The main industry in AMA, Ga and Tema is wholesale and 

Agriculture/hunting/forestry is the main industry in Dangme West (40.8%) and Dangme East (36.8%). In Dangme East, fishing is the second largest industry. More 
population in Ga (56.3%) and over two-thirds in Dangme West (70.8%) and Dangme East (74.3%) are self-employed without employees. 

In AMA and Tema, the proportions of self-employed without employees are less than half. In all the districts, females are more likely than males to be self-emplo; 
largest group is employees, ranging from 14.0 per cent in Dangme East to 38.2 per cent in Tema. 
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